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firm of Bo&wau and Knauer, which raked in as much as 100,000,000 marks with the help of the "sound and solid" Deutsche Bank^the latter, of course, acting through the ^holding system, i.e., secretly, behind the scenes, and getting out of it with a loss of "omly" 12,000,000 marks), then the ruin of small proprietors and of workers who get nothing from the fictitious building firms, fraudulent deals with the "honest" Berlin police and administration for the purpose of gaming control of the issue of building site tenders, building licenses, etc., etc.*
"American ethics," which the European professors and well-meaning bourgeois so hypocritically deplore, have, in the age of finance capital, become the ethics of literally every large city in every country.
At the beginning of 1914, there was talk in Berlin of the formation of a "transport trust," i.e., of establishing "community of interests" between the three Berlin transport undertakings: The city electric railway, the tramway company and the omnibus company. "We have known," wrote Die Bank, "that this plan is contemplated since it became known that the majority of the shares in the bus company had been acquired by the other two transport companies. ... We may fully believe those who are .pursuing this aim: when they say that by uniting the transport services, they will secure economies, part of which will in time benefit the public. But the question is complicated by the fact that behind the transport trust that is being foamed are the banks, which, if they desire, can suib-ordinate the means of transportation, which they have monopolized, to the interests of their real estate business. To be convinced of .the '-reasonableness of sudi a conjecture, we need only recall that the interests of the big -bank that encouraged the formation of the Elevated Railway Company were already involved in it at the time the com-
* In Die Bank, 1913, p. 952* L. Eschwege, Der Sumpf, ibid., 1912, 1, p. 223 et seq,                                                       .,                   ,.